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BOOK REVIEWS
To Live on Earth
By
Sterling Brubaker
Baltimore, Maryland
Johns Hopkins Press, 1972
P. 202, $6.95.
To Live On Earth, Sterling Brubaker, Senior Research Associate
with Resources for the Future, has undertaken the important task of
trying to view environmental problems dispassionately. Despite the
use of an occasional bit of colored language in referring to "environmental enthusiasts," he has succeeded admirably, both in his analysis
of present conditions and in suggesting ways and means of improvement. If we accept his guarded optimism on the matter of food
production, we fiind scant reason to be complacent with present
trends.
Reading this small volume, one is impressed by the author's fairness
and realism. It is not an easy task to document our dilemma and the
obstacles to be faced in resolving it. As he says, "our concern here is
with situations in which foreseeable technical research, definable
regulations, economic incentives, and systems of organization can
make a real difference." He believes these measures will enable us to
meet most of our problems in the next few decades without serious
environmental deterioration but suggests that truly intractable
problems lie further ahead along the path of exponential growth.
He says further that :"no one can lay out policies sufficiently
comprehensive to deal with the problems of today and tomorrow . . . the constructive response is to amend (ill-suited rules and
technology) rather than seek out scapegoats . . . Policy . . . should
seek to arrive at necessary collective decisions based on widespread
discussion and understanding while still striving to maintain options."
I am especially pleased with this last comment for it echoes what I
had written in the final chapter of This Is Our World, published in
1937. Few things are more gratifying than to have confirmation from
an independent source one respects.
I would be negligent if I omitted one point regarding agriculture.
In my judgment the worst effect of the green revolution in creating
large-scale, heavily mechanized and capitalized farms is not increased
costs for fertilizer and waste disposal. Rather, it is the elimination of
what, despite its faults, was a viable ecosystem-the family farm.
Not only has agricultural labor been driven into cities not able to
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digest it but, as British experience in East Anglia show, soil structure
previously maintained by organic wastes, has been destroyed. The
absence of these organic colloids has resulted in lowered production;
in our own country it accounts for waste of fertilizer and contamination of water supplies. Our separation in space of plant, animal, and
human industry involves costs not balanced by an illusive efficiency in
the production of food and fiber.
Gravest of all effects of agrobusiness is the loss of an invaluable
training ground for youth far better than the assembly line, not to
mention unemployment. My only regret in reviewing this important
book is its failure to note these facts. Even so, I can understand this
failure; more than once I have been chided for wasting my breath on
the issue in quesion.
PAUL B. SEARS

